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SUBCHAPTER N—MISCELLANEOUS

PART 131—CERTIFICATES OF 
AUTHENTICATION

Sec.
131.1 Certification of documents. 
131.2 Refusal of certification for unlawful 

purpose.

§ 131.1 Certification of documents. 

The Authentication Officer, Acting 
Authentication Officer, or any Assist-
ant Authentication Officer designated 
by either of the former officers may, 
and is hereby authorized to, sign and 
issue certificates of authentication 
under the seal of the Department of 
State for and in the name of the Sec-
retary of State or the Acting Secretary 
of State. The form of authentication 
shall be as follows:

In testimony whereof, I, 
llllllllll, Secretary of State have 
hereunto caused the seal of the Department 
of State to be affixed and my name sub-
scribed by the Authentication Officer, Act-
ing Authentication Officer, or an Assistant 
Authentication Officer, of the said Depart-
ment, atllll. in llllll, this llll 
day of llllllll 19lll

(Secretary of State)

By llllllllllllllllllllll

(llllllllll Authentication 
Officer, Department of State)

(22 U.S.C. 2651a) 

[61 FR 39585, July 30, 1996]

§ 131.2 Refusal of certification for un-
lawful purpose. 

(a) The Department will not certify 
to a document when it has good reason 
to believe that the certification is de-
sired for an unlawful or improper pur-
pose. It is therefore the duty of the Au-
thentication Officer to examine not 
only the document which the 
Deparment is asked to authenticate, 
but also the fundamental document to 
which previous seals or other certifi-
cations may have been affixed by other 
authorities. The Authentication Officer 
shall request such additional informa-
tion as may be necessary to establish 
that the requested authentication will 

serve the interests of justice and is not 
contrary to public policy. 

(b) In accordance with section 3, 
paragraph 5 of the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 841, Pub. L. 91–
184) approved December 30, 1969, docu-
ments which have the effect of fur-
thering or supporting the restrictive 
trade practices or boycotts fostered or 
imposed by foreign countries against 
countries friendly to the United States 
shall be considered contrary to public 
policy for purposes of these regula-
tions. 

(R.S. 203. sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, as amended, sec. 
1733, 62 Stat. 946, secs. 104, 332, 66 Stat. 174, 
252; 22 U.S.C. 2657, 2658, 28 U.S.C. 1733, 8 
U.S.C. 1104, 1443) 

[22 FR 10882, Dec. 27, 1957, as amended at 30 
FR 12732, Oct. 6, 1965; Dept. Reg. 108.621, 35 
FR 8887, June 9, 1970]

PART 132—BOOKS, MAPS, 
NEWSPAPERS, ETC.

§ 132.1 Purchase. 
The purchase by the Department of 

State of books, maps, newspapers, peri-
odicals, and other publications shall be 
made without regard to the provisions 
of the act approved March 3, 1933 (sec. 
2, 47 Stat. 1520; 41 U.S.C. 10a), since de-
termination has been made by the Sec-
retary, as permitted by the provisions 
of the act, that such purchase is incon-
sistent with the public interest. 

(80 Stat. 379; 5 U.S.C. 301) 

[22 FR 10883, Dec. 27, 1957]

PART 134—EQUAL ACCESS TO 
JUSTICE ACT; IMPLEMENTATION

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.
134.1 Purpose of these rules. 
134.2 When the Act applies. 
134.3 Proceedings covered. 
134.4 Eligibility of applicants. 
134.5 Standard for awards. 
134.6 Allowable fees and expenses. 
134.7 Rulemaking on maximum rates for at-

torney fees. 
134.8 Official authorized to take final action 

under the Act.
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